GOLD MEDAL INITIATIVE

Central Pennsylvania Workforce Development Corporation

Strand #13.1: Career Awareness and Preparation  
Page 3
CEW Standard #13.1.5F:  Investigate people’s rationale for making career choices.   


PA Career Education & Work Standards
Lesson Planning Guide
Investigating Career Choices
Strand #13.1:  Career Awareness and Preparation
CEW Standard #13.1.5F:  Investigate people’s rationale for making career choices.  

Approximate Time: Three 45-minute periods. 

Prerequisite Skills
Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening*
1.4.5 Types of Writing 
B.  Write multi-paragraph informational pieces. 
1.5.5 Quality of Writing
B.  Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.

1.6.5 Speaking and Listening
A.  Listen to others.
Mathematics*
None
Science and Technology*

None
Career Education and Work*

None
Performance Standards

	Performance Standard
	Suggested Evaluation Method

	1. Given an investigation sheet, investigate and report on people’s rationale for making career choices, scoring a 3 or higher on each criteria of the PA writing rubric.
	Product evaluation: rubric


Suggested Projects

None
Multiple Intelligence Types

Verbal/Linguistic
Bodily/Kinesthetic

Intrapersonal

Resources
1.
Handout: “Investigation Sheet”
See attached
2.
Rubric: “Pennsylvania Writing Assessment Domain Scoring Guide”
See attached
Equipment/Materials/Software
None
Suggested Learning Sequence

	Strategy
	Outline
	Resources/Equipment

	Performance Standard 1
	
	

	Introduction
	Give the students the definition of career as “a profession followed as a permanent occupation”.
Ask the general question to the class, “What would you like your career to be?”  Let the students answer and just see the variety of occupations the students pick.  List the occupations on the board.
	

	Presentation/ Discussion of Activity
	Inform the students of your career choice and why you chose it.  This will allow the students to relate more to you and actually understand why you chose the career in education.  Also, explain to the students that they do not all have the same interests which in turn leads to different career paths.

Explain to the students that the assignment is to investigate four different careers and interview people to see what their rationale is for choosing that career.  Discuss the definition of rationale as “a basic reason or explanation for something”.  
	Resource #1

	Activity
	Pass out four investigation sheets to each student and review it as a class.  Explain that they must investigate four different CAREERS not four different PEOPLE in the same career.  Example: mother (teacher), father (farmer), aunt (nurse), brother (construction), etc.
Pass out a copy of the PA writing rubric to all the students and review the descriptions in rows 3 and 4 to emphasize what is expected.  Explain to the students that once they have investigated four people and their different careers, they must create a report based on their findings.

They can have up to three days to do this.  Make sure they know when the due date is.  They should use the writing rubric as a guide to help them write.
Related Academic Skills: 1.4.5B; 1.5.5B; 1.6.5A

Related SCAN/Soft Skills: Information A; Resources A
	Resource #1
Resource #2

	Assessment
	Use the rubric to assess their career investigation report.
	Resource #2


Related SCANS/Soft Skills
Resources

A.  Time
Interpersonal

None
Information

A.  Acquires and Evaluates Information
Systems

None
Technology

None
Thinking Skills

None
Personal Qualities

None
Related Worksite/Work Based Activities

None
Additional Resources

None
______________________________

This planning guide was written by Heather Troutman, Special Education Teacher, Dalmatia Elementary, Dalmatia, PA.

Investigation Sheet
Name ______________________________

Date ____________________

Career/Occupation ________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Job Requirements _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Rationale for Choosing That Career __________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Would this be a career option for you?  Why? _________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Pennsylvania Writing Assessment Domain Scoring Guide
	
	FOCUS
	CONTENT
	ORGANIZATION
	STYLE
	CONVENTIONS

	4
	Sharp, distinct controlling point made about a single topic with evident awareness of task
	Substantial, specific, and/or illustrative content demonstrating strong development and sophisticated ideas
	Sophisticated arrangement of content with evident and/or subtle transitions
	Precise, illustrative use of a variety of words and sentence structures to create consistent writer’s voice and tone appropriate to audience
	Evident control of grammar, mechanics, usage and sentence formation

	3
	Apparent point made about a single topic with sufficient awareness of task
	Sufficiently developed content
	Functional arrangement of content that sustains a logical order
	Functional use of a variety of words and sentence structures that may or may not create writer’s voice and tone appropriate to audience
	Sufficient control of grammar, mechanics, usage and sentence formation

	2
	Evidence of a single controlling topic but no apparent point
	Significantly limited content with inadequate elaboration or explanation
	Confused or inconsistent arrangement of content with or without attempts at transition
	Generic word choice and limited control of sentence structures that inhibit voice and tone
	Significant weaknesses in control of grammar, mechanics, usage and sentence formation

	1
	Minimal evidence of controlling topic
	Superficial and/or severely limited content
	Minimal control of content arrangement
	Minimal control of word choice and sentence structures
	Severe weaknesses in control of grammar mechanics, usage and sentence formation


* Academic Standards, Pennsylvania Department of Education
 [image: image2.jpg]cpwdc,.




http://www.pde.state.pa.us

V0906


V0906

[image: image1.jpg]cpwdc,.





[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]