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PA Career Education & Work Standards
Lesson Planning Guide
Selecting Postsecondary Opportunities
Strand #13.1:  Career Awareness and Preparation
CEW Standard #13.1.11H:  Review personal high school plan against current personal career goals and select postsecondary opportunities based upon personal career interests.
Approximate Time: Two 45-minute periods. 

Prerequisite Skills
Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening*
1.2.11 Reading Critically in All Content Areas
A.  Read and understand essential content of informational texts and documents in all academic areas.
1.5.11 Quality of Writing
A.  Write with a sharp, distinct focus.  
B.  Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.
C.  Write with controlled and/or subtle organization.
D.  Write with a command of the stylistic aspects of composition.
E.  Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety and subtlety of meaning after rethinking how questions of purpose, audience and genre have been addressed.
F.  Edit writing using the conventions of language.
Mathematics*
None
Science and Technology*

None
Career Education and Work*

13.1.11 Career Awareness and Preparation
A.  Relate careers to individual interests, abilities, and aptitudes.
B.  Analyze career options based on personal interests, abilities, aptitudes, achievements and goals.
F.  Analyze the relationship between career choices and career preparation opportunities. 

Performance Standards

	Performance Standard
	Suggested Evaluation Method

	1. Given college/technical/military educational planning resources, high school transcripts and career interests, explain how your classroom experiences are used in a career according to the grading guide with 100% accuracy.
	Written report grading guide


Suggested Projects

None
Multiple Intelligence Types

Verbal/Linguistic
Intrapersonal

Existentialists

Resources
1.
Handout/Overhead - Generic transcript with personal information whited out
School Guidance Department
2.
Handout - Unofficial copy of each student’s transcript
School Guidance Department
3.
Website - educationplanner.com
http://www.educationplanner.com
4.
Website - collegeboard.com
http://www.collegeboard.com
5.
Reference book - Peterson’s college guide


Peterson’s, 2000 Lenox Drive, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648; 800-338-3282; http://www.petersons.com
6.
Specific college handbook (optional)


Available in the guidance office (possibly - the more popular/local colleges) or by contacting the college requesting chosen major requirements

7.
Handout – Content of two-page report on: (guidelines)


See attached

8.
Handout - “Grading Guide”

See attached
Equipment/Materials/Software
1. Overhead projector
Any supplier
2.
Data Projector

Any supplier

3.
Computer with PowerPoint software
Any supplier

4.
Computer with Internet access

Any supplier

Suggested Learning Sequence

	Strategy
	Outline
	Resources/Equipment

	Performance Standard 1
	
	

	Presentation
	Provide a sample (either hand-out, PowerPoint, or overhead) of a generic non-identifiable transcript which displays all of the parts of the transcript.  Walk the students through it.  Discuss and define all of the parts of the transcript.
Related Academic Skills: 1.2.11A

Related SCANS/Soft Skills: Information C
	Resource #1
Equipment #1

Equipment #2

Equipment #3

	Activity
	Provide an unofficial copy of the students’ transcript for students to read which allows them to personalize the meaning of the transcript.  You may want to have the school counselor supervise the passing out of the transcripts for confidentiality reasons.
Related Academic Skills: 1.2.11A

Related SCANS/Soft Skills: Information A
	Resource #2

	Presentation
	Review resource materials (online or reference books) that display a list of colleges that offer certain majors.  As class demonstrate the following instructions:
· The Education Planner (Resource #3), locate “Selecting” then click on “College search” and follow prompts.
· College Board (Resource #4), locate “College Search” then click on “Find your match” and follow prompts.

· Peterson’s college guide (Resource #5), locate “Majors Listing” in the back of the book (alphabetical listing of majors and appropriate colleges).
	Resource #3
Resource #4

Resource #5

Equipment #2

Equipment #4

	Activity
	Have students identify college(s) that match their interests.
Related Academic Skills: 13.1.11A, B
Related SCANS/Soft Skills: Information D
	Resource #3

Resource #4

Resource #5
Equipment #4

	Presentation
	Review resource materials (online or reference books) that provide pertinent information about selected colleges and their general admission requirements.  As class demonstrate the following instructions:
· The Education Planner (Resource #3), click on selected college that direct the student to the college website.  Click on “General admission criteria” prompt.
· College Board (Resource #4), click on selected college that direct the student to the college website.  Click on “General admission criteria” prompt.
· Peterson’s college guide (Resource #5), find selected college in the reference book (alphabetical by states).
	Resource #3

Resource #4

Resource #5

	Presentation
	Review resource materials (online or reference books) that provide pertinent information about selected colleges and the specific admission requirements for chosen major (i.e. calculus required for engineering majors; chemistry required for nursing major). As class demonstrate the following instructions:
· The Education Planner (Resource #3), click on selected college that direct the student to the college website.  Click on “chosen major” prompt.

· College Board (Resource #4), click on selected college that direct the student to the college website.  Click on “chosen major” prompt.

· Specific college handbooks (i.e. Susquehanna University) (Resource #6), find “chosen major” section.
	Resource #3
Resource #4

Resource #6

	Review/Activity
	Have students refer to the resources with general/specific admission criteria of colleges and chosen major and have them compare it with the student’s transcript.
	Resource #2
Resource #3

Resource #4

Resource #5

Resource #6

Equipment #4

	Activity
	Have the students answer the questions “Do I meet the criteria to enter my chosen college in my chosen major?  And does the college meet my personal criteria in a college?”  Refer students to handout (Resource #1) for guidelines on the two page report.  (In class assignment and/or homework)

Pass out copies of the grading guide and review it with the students as a class.

Related Academic Skills: 1.5.11A, B, C, D, E, F; 13.1.11F

Related SCANS/Soft Skills: Information D 
	Resource #2
Resource #3

Resource #4

Resource #5

Resource #6

Resource #7

Resource #8

Equipment #4


Related SCANS/Soft Skills
Resources

None
Interpersonal

None
Information

A.  Acquires and Evaluates Information
C.  Interprets and Communicates Information

D.  Uses Computer to Process Information

Systems

None
Technology

None
Thinking Skills

None
Personal Qualities

None
Related Worksite/Work Based Activities

None
Additional Resources

None
______________________________

This planning guide was written by Lon Balum, School Counselor, Line Mountain Jr. /Sr. High School, Herndon, PA.

Content of two-page report on:
“Do I meet the criteria to enter my chosen college in my chosen major?

And does the college meet my criteria?”

This report must address the data in the following two sections:

Section I (30 pts.)

· My GPA vs. chosen college expectations for GPA
· My courses in high school vs. chosen college expectations for courses
· My SAT scores (PSAT) vs. chosen college expectations for SAT (based on PSAT)
· Additional credentials I possess vs. chosen college expectations of additional credentials (i.e. Nurses exam, SAT subject tests, certain expected courses such as Calculus or art portfolio)
· Some of the above are TBD (To Be Determined) especially for juniors in high school, who, for example might not take the SAT until May.  However, the following statement should be kept in mind: “If all goes well - At the end of four years of high school what will my GPA/courses taken/anticipated SAT scores be, etc.”
Section II (30 pts.)

Address the concern: Does the college meet my criteria for what I’m looking for in a college?  Examples of personal criteria may include: cost, location, religious affiliation, setting-urban/rural/city, sports, clubs, activities, special opportunities-study abroad/internships/graduate school, instructor to student ratio, boy girl ratio, good sports/theatre/band, school colors/mascot, etc.

Additional grading concerns:

Organized, readable, easy to follow, and understand (20 pts.)


Mechanics - grammar, spelling, punctuation (20 pts.)


Bonus points for creativity (title, theme of report) (5 pts.)

Grading Guide
Name: ___________________________________

Date: _______________

1.  Organized, readable, easy to follow and understand



____ (20 pts.)
2.  Addresses Section I issues:






____ (30 pts.)


GPA, SAT courses, additional credentials

3.  Addresses Section II issues:






____ (30 pts.)


Does the college have what I want?  (Cost, location, religious affiliation, setting-urban/rural/city, sports, clubs, activities, special opportunities-study abroad/internships/graduate school, instructor to student ratio, boy girl ratio, good sports/theatre/band, school colors/mascot, etc.)

4.  Mechanics - grammar, spelling, punctuation




____ (20 pts.)

5.  Creativity: Bonus points (Catchy title- i.e. “Right Stuff for Right College”,       ____ (5 pts.)

“To go to college or not - that is the question”, “I got what it takes”) 

(Intriguing theme- i.e. “In search of Holy Grail”, “True Love”)











TOTAL ____ (100 pts.)











(105 with bonus points)
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