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PA Career Education & Work Standards
Lesson Planning Guide
Identifying Career Preparation Opportunities
Strand #13.1:  Career Awareness and Preparation
CEW Standard #13.1.11F:  Analyze the relationship between career choices and career preparation opportunities. 
Approximate Time: Two 45-minute periods. 

Prerequisite Skills
Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening*
1.1.11 Learning to Read Independently 
F.  Understand the meaning of and apply key vocabulary across the various subject areas. 
1.2.11 Reading Critically in All Content Areas
A.  Read and understand essential content of informational texts and documents in all academic areas. 
1.5.11 Quality of Writing
B.  Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.
C.  Write with controlled and/or subtle organization.
F.  Edit writing using the conventions of language.
Mathematics*
None
Science and Technology*

None
Career Education and Work*

None
Performance Standards

	Performance Standard
	Suggested Evaluation Method

	1. Identify the various career preparation opportunities as presented in class with 85% accuracy.
	Written quiz

	2. Describe and personalize the correct career preparation opportunity as described on a one-page informational report with 85% on the grading guidelines sheet.
	Product evaluation – Grading guidelines


Suggested Projects

None
Multiple Intelligence Types

Verbal/Linguistic
Resources
1.
Student Guide - Section “Getting There” from “Pennsylvania Career Guide” publication
The publication may be available from your school guidance dept. (multiple copies) or download from the following website (pages 45-49): 

http://www.paworkstats.state.pa.us/carguide/CG_08-09_Part_2.pdf
2.
Quiz - Matching Test on Career Preparation Opportunities
See attached
3.
Website - Education Planner
http://www.educationplanner.com
4.
Grading Guidelines - Grading guidelines for informational report on personalized topic
See attached
Equipment/Materials/Software
1.
Computer with Internet access
Any supplier
Suggested Learning Sequence

	Strategy
	Outline
	Resources/Equipment

	Performance Standard 1
	
	

	Reading Assignment
	Provide access to “Pennsylvania Career Guide” publication.  Give students time to read about the definitions of career preparation options (Technical school, apprenticeships, military, associate degree, bachelor’s degree) found in the “Getting There” section pages 45-49.  Use study aids such as flash cards.
Related Academic Skills:  1.1.11F; 1.2.11A
	Resource #1

	Guest Speaker
	Bring in a guest speaker through the guidance department or contact local college representative to address the topic of post-secondary opportunities.  Utilize the “Pennsylvania Career Guide” data (listed in above section) for resources.
	Resource #1

	Evaluation
	Give students a written quiz on career preparation opportunities. 
	Resource #2

	Performance Standard 2
	
	

	Activity
	Access the website: http://www.educationplanner.com and have students take the “College Matching Quiz”. Under the “Selecting” category click on “College Search, with over 4,000 listings”, then click on “College Match Quiz” -left side.  Have students explore the post-secondary options per the directions of the Quiz at the bottom of the page.  It is a personalized perspective.
Have students go to the section “Selecting” and click on “college search with over 4,000 listings”, and follow directions to complete college search of interest.

NOTE:  If you do not have computer/internet access for all students, the College Match Quiz can be downloaded and copied for each student.
Related SCANS/Soft Skills:  Information D; Thinking Skills B
	Resource #3
Equipment #1

	Evaluation
	Have students write a one-page information report on their personalized findings.  The title of the report will be “My Choice of Career Preparation is _____________ and Why”.  Remind students to include the name of at least one postsecondary option that he/she investigated.
As a class, before students start writing, review the grading guidelines so they will be familiar with the attributes for which they will be evaluated. 

Related Academic Skills:  1.5.11B, C, F

Related SCANS/Soft Skills:  Information C, D
	Resource #4


Related SCANS/Soft Skills
Resources

None
Interpersonal

None
Information

C.  Interprets and Communicates Information

D.  Uses Computer to Process Information
Systems

None
Technology

None
Thinking Skills

B.  Decision Making
Personal Qualities

None
Related Worksite/Work Based Activities

None
Additional Resources

None
______________________________

This planning guide was written by Lon Balum, School Counselor, Line Mountain Jr. /Sr. High School, Herndon, PA.

Matching Test on Career Preparation Opportunities
Name: _____________________________________
Date: _______________

Match the following terms and definitions:

1. ____ Career and Technical Education

2. ____ Tech Prep

3. ____ Registered Apprenticeship

4. ____ Military training

5. ____ Certification programs

6. ____ Associate Degree

7. ____ Bachelor’s Degree

8. ____ Master’s Degree

9. ____ Doctorate Degree

10. ____ Professional Degree

A - Receive paid “on the job” training and academic instruction.  You are paid as you learn.

B - Special degree usually 2-4 years beyond Bachelor’s degree for careers such as lawyers and pharmacists.

C - Short term training usually six months or less for careers such as nursing assistants, truck drivers, and child care workers
D - While still in high school the students attend Vocational-Technical type education program
E - A degree beyond Bachelor’s degree (approximately 2 years) that usually requires a thesis for careers such as physical therapist and psychologist

F - A four year degree from college/university for careers such as teacher and accountant
G - A degree that requires approximately 4 years beyond Bachelor’s and involves a dissertation research project for careers such as professors and medical researchers
H - Training is through the Armed Forces by enlisting, or ROTC, and there is an education component after time of service (the government pays for further education)

I - Programs that combine high school and post secondary education for technical careers such as engineering technology and information science

J - Education that requires two years beyond high school diploma for careers such as dental hygienists and paralegals
Answers: 1-D, 2-I, 3-A, 4-H, 5-C, 6-J, 7-F, 8-E, 9-G, 10-B

Grading Guidelines for Informational report on personalized topic:
“My Choice of Career Preparation is ___________________ and Why”

Name: _________________________________
Date: ___________________

NOTE:  The student should also include the name of at least one postsecondary option (i.e. - Associate degree and Pennsylvania College of Technology) that he/she investigated.

1.  Organized, readable, easy to follow, and understand

____ (20 pts.)

2.  Addresses the type of career preparation option and why
____ (30 pts.)

3.  Addresses at least one example of post-secondary option
____ (30 pts.)

4.  Mechanics: grammar, spelling, punctuation


____ (20 pts.)

TOTAL ____ (100 pts.)
* Academic Standards, Pennsylvania Department of Education
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